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Who we are, What we do & Why we do it.

ODFW Hatchery 
Resiliency Initiate Update      

After months of budget uncertainty, the 2025 Oregon legislative session concluded with a series of wins 
for fish hatchery infrastructure, resilience, and long-term fisheries management.

Lawmakers approved a funding package that includes more than $20 million in state-backed capital bonds 
to begin addressing Oregon’s $200+ million hatchery maintenance backlog—a backlog that, if left unre-
solved, could have resulted in closures at aging facilities and sharp reductions in hatchery-origin fish 
available to anglers. These funds were secured in a difficult budget climate, where natural resource agen-
cies often struggle to compete with more visible state priorities like education and transportation.

Several bills passed this session directly support Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) opera-
tions and its Hatchery Resilience Initiative:

Senate Bill 5505 – Authorizes $20 million in lottery bonds for hatchery infrastructure. This investment 
helps modernize facilities under stress from aging equipment, climate impacts, and permitting constraints. 
It’s a down payment on long-overdue repairs.

House Bill 2345 – Creates the new Oregon Hatchery Monitoring and Maintenance Fund, redirecting resources 
to support facility upkeep and monitoring programs that guide both hatchery and wild fish management.

House Bill 5009 – ODFW’s primary budget bill, which includes base funding increases and cost-saving 
reforms. It also redirects funds from the closed Salmon River and the Hatchery Research Center facilities to 
strengthen broader hatchery efforts.

A last-minute addition to the omnibus budget preserved $1.4 million for Rock Creek Hatchery, helping 
prevent its closure and maintain critical coho, chinook, and steelhead programs.

Together, these actions represent a significant shift. But this is just the start.

These legislative successes reflect growing recognition that Oregon’s hatchery system plays a vital role in 
supporting both fisheries and wild fish conservation. Still, significant challenges remain. Climate-driven 
impacts—such as low summer flows, high water temperatures, and wildfire-related disruptions—continue 
to stress infrastructure and limit production capacity in vulnerable basins.

Looking ahead, ODFW’s Hatchery Resilience Plan lays out a roadmap to guide investments through 2031 
and beyond. That plan prioritizes facilities with strong performance and long-term viability—like Cedar 
Creek, Oak Springs, and Fall River—while seeking solutions in more vulnerable regions such as the Umpqua 
Basin, where hatchery partnerships with Tribal governments are under active development.
You can explore the full plan and resources at:
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/hatchery/resilience.asp

At Hatchery Wild Coexist, we believe true resilience will come from a blend of strategies: modern infra-
structure, improved monitoring, climate adaptation, habitat investment, and broader use of wild brood-
stock programs that align with both conservation goals and angler needs.

Oregon has taken a positive step—but lasting impacts will depend on continued collaboration, public 
engagement, and policy grounded in science.

To stay informed or get involved, visit:
www.hatchery-wild-coexist.com

Oregon Commits to Hatchery Investment,
but the Work Has Just Begun
By Alex Brauer

H&WC Bi-State Banquet Announced          

Enjoy an exceptional night of Fundraising for our Pacific Northwest Hatcheries featuring Live and Silent
Auctions, Raffles packed with great merchandise, games and many more fundraising activities.

Dinner and Hours De Vours Included.

When: December 6 th , 2025 @ 5:00 PM – 9:30ish
Where: Ilani Casino, 1 Cowlitz Wy, Ridgefield, WA 98642

Open Bars: 4:30pm – 7:00pm
Dinner: 7:00pm

Live Auction: 7:30pm

Please mark your calendar for Saturday, December 6, 2025

Click here to review full report

H&WC’s Wild Broodstock Video Update  

Link to this video:

With 20,000 views since launch and several presentations in both Washington and Oregon, 
our newest video is producing the results we had hoped for.

Most importantly, this video has generated many inquiries with district bios and Wildlife Department officials in
both Washington and Oregon.

That’s a start. The rest is up to us and our persistence with decisision-makers.
The folks at Hatchery & Wild Coexist are here to help.

Board Member Robert Kratzer fields wild broodstock questions 
from the Olympia Puget Sound Anglers

https://youtu.be/QT1CmLLmQIY

Prawn-O-Rama with Chris V. 

Hatchery & Wild Coexist Board Member, Robert Campbell, has been a free-lance outdoor writer specializing in salmon 
and steelhead topics for the better part of three decades now. He recently received two awards from the Northwest 
Outdoor Writer’s Association for work completed and published in 2024.

The Excellence In Craft Awards serve to acknowledge “professional outdoor communicators dedicated to the pursuit of 
excellence in outdoor journalism.” Campbell took first place in the ‘Column of the Year’ category for his Freshwater 
Column in Salmon & Steelhead Journal. As Freshwater Editor of this top–shelf publication, Campbell writes a column for 
each issue.

“When Executive Editor, Pat Hoglund, first approached me about writing the column, I asked him what he wanted me to 
write about,” said Campbell.

“You can write about whatever you want to write about,” was Pat’s reply.

“Of course, I was all in,” continued Campbell. “It’s not often that a free-lancer is given such license by an Editor, and I 
thought about that Henry Weinhardt’s crate full of rejection letters from the early years of my writing career–about 
how far I had come–and I agreed to pour my heart into each story in a way that resonated with our readers. I am grate-
ful to Mr. Hoglund for having that kind of faith in me.”

Campbell also took second place in the ‘Managing Our World’ category for the first of a two-part, in-depth examination 
of current water quality issues plaguing the beloved Deschutes River. The piece ran as a feature in Salmon & Steelhead 
Journal. “I spent more time on that article by far than any other piece in my writing career. I love that place, man, and I 
had to get it right,” said Campbell.

“The Deschutes is an incredibly amazing river currently facing some very serious issues that, in my opinion, would be 
pretty simple to fix. We owe it to future generations of Oregonians to protect this beautiful river and its wildlife in the 
best way possible.” 

A Wild Broodstock 
Success Story 

Snider creek Broodstock program. 

In Forks Washington on the famed Olympic Peninsula in the mid 80's the wild steelhead run was extremely strong, 
however the guides noticed that the early timed run of wild steelhead was not nearly as strong as it once was. 

The Olympic Peninsula Guides Association had the idea of starting a wild broodstock program of wild steelhead in the 
upper reaches of the famed Sol Duc River. They gained access to a small pond on Snider creek and built the Snider creek 
broodstock pond and raceway. With help from the city of Forks and several fishing guides and a few local residents the 
Guides Association starting collecting wild steelhead. The Washington Department of fish and wildlife gave the guides 
Association a 25 year contract to run the broodstock program and to use the salmon hatchery for our spawning and 
yearling raising. 

After a few years we were able to collect enough wild adults the raise 100,000 molts per year for release. We did this 
for 20 years and saw tremendous results not only in our early season wild steelhead catches but also in the number of 
early spawning wild steelhead we saw in the upper reaches of the river.  

At the end of our 25 year Contract Washington Department of fish and wildlife extended our contract for 5 more years. 
Nearing the end of the contract the Department was tasked with picking a wild gene bank River for all 6 regions of the 
state and unfortunately they choose the Sol Duc River as region 6's wild gene bank. Part of a wild gene bank is no releas-
ing of any hatchery reared steelhead in to the system, ultimately ending the Snider creek program. 

Jumping to 2025 we area till seeing great wild steelhead fishing and increased early season steelhead spawning in the 
sol duc river. When looking at the other rivers in the system or rivers near by, the sol duc is the highlight in the area for 
early wild steelhead success, and for all that we’re involved in the Snider creek program  we know that this success is a 
direct result of 30 years of wild broodstocking steelhead into the Sol Duc River. 

H&WC Announces New Washington 
Board Members

Robert Campbell Pens Two 
Award-winning Columns

Hatchery & Wild Supports ODFW T.I.P. Program 

ORANGE GOLD
Pacific Spot prawns are my latest passion when it comes to harvestable bounty 
here in NW waters. Most easily captured in the calm waters of the Puget Sound, 
Salish Sea and Hood Canal, but they range from Northern California to Alaska. 
Spot prawns prefer deep sounds and estuaries with medium to easy going tidal 
swings. Think deep water fiords. Typically sport or commercially trapped in 
150-400 ft depths, they prefer darkness. Highly prized for their sweet and salty 
flavor and buttery texture making them popular with chefs preparing amazing 
NW seafood dishes. Try cooking them on the grill, shell on, no seasoning for 1-2 
minutes each side. Bon appetite. 
 

Frank Unger

F I S H I N G

Great Guy doing nice things for H&WC

If you were wearing or using any 
H&WC merchandise in 2025, it’s because of 

Frank’s generosity.

By Robert Kratzer 

An inspiring scene of hope and lifelong lessons 
about the importance of volunteerism

Fourteen-year-old Colin worked his first fin clip party three years 
ago. That experience left a lasting impression on him. But the 
experience that he will always remember was catching a marked 
chinook salmon … a fish that was one of the returning adults 
from an earlier fin clip party that he participated in.
Children are not only learning the life cycle of anadromous fish, 
but more importantly, they work shoulder-to-shoulder with 
other kids and parents learning to give their time and have a 
blast doing it.
Between the Whiskey Creek and Rhoades Pond events, each year 
there are over 200,000 juveniles clipped and then released 
several weeks later. Turn-out at both fin clips ranges from 300 
to 400 participants. Expected returns of adult fish from one 
cycle range from 3,500 to 5,000 after one to five years at sea. At 
fin clip time, the smolts weigh out at 12 per pound. Returning 
adults range from 10 to 30 pounds after miraculously avoiding 
predators of all shapes and sizes, commercial nets, degraded 
habitat, negative ocean conditions and a gauntlet of dams and 
man-made diversions.
Whiskey Creek and Rhoades Pond volunteers clip the adipose fins 
of young, hatchery-raised salmon to mark them as hatchery fish, 
allowing anglers to distinguish them from wild, protected 
salmon. This practice is crucial for managing and sustaining the 
local salmon populations and fisheries.

SALEM, Ore. Rewards doubled to $400 for people who report certain illegal fishing 
offenses which lead to an arrest or citation in Oregon.

The Oregon Hunters Association (OHA), Coastal Conservation Association of Oregon 
(CCA Oregon) and The Association of Northwest Steelheaders (ANWS) partnered to 
fund the cash reward increase. Cash rewards encourage people to participate in the 
conservation of Oregon fish and wildlife by calling the Turn In Poachers (TIP) Line if 
they suspect poaching. Reporting parties may remain anonymous.

The nonprofits expanded the reward program to include violations like snagging or 
attempting to snag. Snagging is intentionally hooking the fish anywhere other than 
the inside of the mouth, rather than allowing the fish to take the lure or hook on 
their own. Other violations include illegal take methods; releasing non-native 
species into waterways; retention of protected species; and exceeding the bag 
limit for fish or shellfish.

H&WC Announces New WA Board Members

H&WC Board Member Pens Award-winning articles 

Chris Vertopoulos has been fishing the Pacific Northwest since he was 8 years old.  He has been a 
professional guide since 1992, and has guided extensively in Oregon and Alaska.  Chris's has 
dedicated most of his life to the pursuit of Salmon, Trout and Steelhead.
In addition to being a licensed fishing guide, he also holds a U.S. Coast Guard license and is a 
Prostaff Member for G-Loomis Rods, Shimano Reels and many other tackle companies.  Chris is 
regularly featured in Salmon and Steelhead Journal, Salmon Trout Steelheader and other Northwest 
based publications. Chris is often a featured guest on Fox12’s Outdoor GPS as well as CCA Oregon’s 
live Zoom conferences. 

Jim Ravelli served as the Vice President of Operations for the University of Portland until his 
retirement in 2022. At UP, Jim oversaw the University Information Services; Facilities Planning and 
Construction, Physical Plant, Land Use and Planning and managed the relationship between the 
University and their local neighborhood associations and external governmental regulatory 
agencies. Prior to joining UP, Ravelli had a long management career in the information services area 
both in Oregon and the Bay area.
Jim earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Engineering from Arizona State University and a 
Master’s in Public Administration from the University of Washington. He is a 3rd generation 
Northwesterner and comes from a commercial fishing family. Jim has directly seen how our
fish populations have been impacted over the decades. Ravelli’s volunteerism and generosity stems
from his belief that Northwest hatcheries are critical to the future of our our iconic salmon and 
steelhead runs.  
Mr. Ravelli currently lives in Ridgefield Washington with his wife and 2 daughters. When free time
allows, you will find me enjoying fishing the many great rivers of Oregon and Washington.

Chris Vertopoulos

Jim Ravelli

Two fine examples of Volunteerism
By Don New

https://hatcherywildcoexist.bigcartel.com

Two fine examples of Volunteerism 

Hatchery & Wild Supports ODFW T.I.P. Program

SUPPORT ABUNDANT AND HEALTHY FISHERIES
Hatchery & Wild Coexist  is a campaign highlighting the importance of fish hatcheries and the role 
they play in wild fish recovery and providing abundant fisheries. For decades hatcheries have provid-
ed important mitigation for the loss of naturally spawned salmon and steelhead while providing for 
fishing opportunity. They have helped ensure the ongoing existence of many salmon and steelhead 
runs and the fisheries they provide.

Hatcheries have been scapegoated by some as the cause of the decline of wild salmon and steelhead 
populations. That faulty premise has led to drastic reductions, and in several cases complete elimi-
nation, of hatchery supplementation in hopes of reviving wild fish numbers. It has also been a 
distraction from addressing the ongoing and actual causes of declining wild fish populations.

Hatcheries are not the cause of the decline of wild fish. The truth is that other factors have largely 
driven the declines in wild fish, including habitat, hydro, and overharvest. After years of hatchery 
cuts and budget reductions, recent scientific studies show removing hatchery fish does not, by 
itself, result in an increase in wild fish. Contrary to the false anti-hatchery narrative, evidence 
shows that well-managed hatcheries and wild fish recovery are not mutually exclusive.

Hatcheries can help increase the number of wild fish. Experience, substantiated by science, shows 
well-designed and properly implemented hatchery programs can help increase wild fish numbers. In 
fact, there are examples of where hatchery programs have been used to bring back runs that were 
on the brink of extinction. Hatcheries are an important option that when used properly result in 
healthy and abundant fisheries.

It is time to change the anti-hatchery narrative. History — and science — shows hatcheries can be 
operated consistent with wild fish recovery and abundance.  Hatcheries are also critical to enjoying 
robust and healthy fisheries.

By Chris Vertopoulos

By Don New

www.salmonrendezvous.com

www.kptv.com/sports/outdoor-gps

coastportland.com/

www.robolize.com/

www.salmonandsteelheadjournal.com

salmontroutsteelheader.com

www.fisheng.com/
www.bradstaplesfishing.com

Day one supporters. 

Day one supporters wth 
product & funds. 

Day one supporters wth 
product & funds. 

On air exposure-Invaluable

Deep discount ad buys

Deep discount ad buys & products

Day one supporter wth product & funds. Guided Deschutes Fundraisers

Day one supporters wth 
product & funds. 

hatchery-wild-coexist.com

www.chrisvsguideservice.com/

www.anglersguideservice.com/

Discounted & donated product.

https://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/hatchery/resilience.asp

https://fishermans-marine.com

https://www.edgerods.com

https://www.pro-cure.com

https://hatcherywildcoexist.bigcartel.com

Please save this date-Ticket sales start soon.

https://bit.ly/3K0bBPs
Whiskey Creek Hatchery

https://nestuccaanglers.com
Nestucca Anglers

Original Funding

DONATE AT:
http://www.salmonrendezvous.com/donations

https://sportco.com

Day one supporter.
Sportco has carried our merch.

FMO has carried our merch.

2025 Partners
Without the generosity of these fine companies and organizations, H&WC would 

have never achieved the momentum we are very proud of today.
Hatchery & Wild Coexist and our supporters ARE changing the anti-hatchery narrative!


