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ROBOLIZE

Hatchery & Wild Coexist is a 
campaign highlighting the importance of 

fish hatcheries and the role they play in wild 
fish recovery and providing abundant fisheries.

Our Mission

Link to Bill Monroe’s article: https://www.theguidesforecast.com/.../salmon.../278342/...

Whiskey Creek Special Needs Fishing Day 2025

Cedar Creek-Hatchery Hole parking lot upgrade

Hatchery & Wild Supports ODFW T.I.P. Program

SALEM, Ore. Rewards doubled to $400 for people 
who report certain illegal fishing offenses which 
lead to an arrest or citation in Oregon.

The Oregon Hunters Association (OHA), Coastal 
Conservation Association of Oregon (CCA 
Oregon) and The Association of Northwest 
Steelheaders (ANWS) partnered to fund the cash 
reward increase. Cash rewards encourage people 
to participate in the conservation of Oregon fish 
and wildlife by calling the Turn In Poachers (TIP) 
Line if they suspect poaching. Reporting parties 
may remain anonymous.

The nonprofits expanded the reward program to 
include violations like snagging or attempting to 
snag. Snagging is intentionally hooking the fish 
anywhere other than the inside of the mouth, 
rather than allowing the fish to take the lure or 
hook on their own. Other violations include 
illegal take methods; releasing non-native 
species into waterways; retention of protected 
species; and exceeding the bag limit for 
fish or shellfish.

bi-state sponsor profiles

This Senate Bill funds boosting steelhead numbers using wild broodstock 
programs. SB-6241 was introduced back on January 20th, 2026 It’s biparti-

san and sponsored by folks like Senator Braun, Senator Boehnke,  
Senator Dozier, Senator Hasegawa, Senator Wagoner and 

Senator Wellman.
As of early March, the bill is still stuck in the Senate Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Committee. They held a public hearing on January 29th, but no 
votes, no amendments, nothing since. Progress sits at about twenty-five 

percent; it hasn’t moved out of committee or anywhere else.

There’s some debate. Groups like the Wild Steelhead Coalition call it 
well-meaning but risky, saying pulling wild fish for hatcheries could hurt 

natural runs more than help. Others see it as a way to get locals 
involved in recovery.

No big drama or failure yet—just slow-moving in session. If it doesn’t 
advance soon, it could die quietly when deadlines hit. 

Washington State Senate Bill 6241
A potential boost for Washington’s wild broodstock programs

“Most of the who’s who in the region’s 
fishing world joined their passionate 

fishing partners in a banquet 
supporting Hatchery & Wild Coexist.”

Bill Monroe Sr. December 2025

Salmon for all; wild AND hatcheries version

RIDGEFIELD, Washington.- Anglers hit the jackpot last Saturday at the shiny 
new Ilani Casino. But it wasn’t a house lottery, noisy video game or boxcars at the 
craps table that raked in the big bucks.

It happened unexpectedly in the casino’s well-appointed conference center, where 
many, if not most of the who’s who in the region’s fishing world joined their 
passionate fishing partners in a banquet supporting Hatchery & Wild Coexist.

“We were hoping for 100,” said an elated Don New, linchpin and head cheerleader 
of the growing hatchery/wild movement. “We got 322! It was our capacity. We had 
to turn some away.”...Read more. Link below

WILL MITCHELL ACT BRING A WINDFALL?
Save Skamania Hatchery?

By Terry Sheely

In what looks like a windfall that could benefit the grassroots push to save the 
Skamania steelhead/trout hatchery from closure, NOAA has unexpectedly 
increased Mitchell Act funding to Northwest hatcheries by $4 million.

The federal money is committed to Columbia Basin hatchery programs shared 
by Washington, Oregon, U.S.F.W., Yakama and Nez Perce tribes. Based on 
historical distribution, Washington’s share is likely to be around $1.36 million, 
according to Picinich.

Picinich is the executive director of CCA-Washington and the driving force 
behind a grassroots campaign to rally operating funding to keep the Skamania 
hatchery open. Closing the hatchery is WDFW’s solution to an agency budget 
crisis created when the state legislature slashed WDFW’s two-year funding 
request for $1.9 million to just $750,000.

If WDFW elects to add the $1.36 million Mitchell Act bonus to the $750,000 
allocated by legislators, the total of more than $2.1 million would be more than 
enough to cover WDFW’s cost of continuing operation. Just to decommission 
the hatchery will cost around $8 million. CCA believes that’s money badly 
spent. To re-open the hatchery now will cost $235,000, and after that only 
$667,000 a year to operate, Picinich points out.

Steelhead advocates are fighting back on several fronts, hoping to stave off 
closure by pressuring the governor’s office, state legislators and WDFW leader-
ship to finance the hatchery and the 350,000 summer and winter steelhead and 
16,000 cutthroat trout it produces for sport-fishermen and the millions in 
business revenue sport-fishermen generate for the local economy.

CCA is mounting a grassroots campaign to flood the governor’s office (Ow-
en.Rowe@wa.gov), WDFW Director (Kelly.Susewind@dfw.wa.gov) and state 
legislators with justification for reversing WDFW’s decision to shutter the 
hatchery.

Local governments, partially dependent on revenues from recreational fisher-
men, are also rallying. The Clark County Council voted to ask local legislators to 
restore funding. In a letter to the county’s legislators, they pointed out that “The 
Skamania Hatchery provides critical support to fisheries and conservation 
goals and supports hundreds of millions of dollars of angling-related economic 
activity in southwest Washington.”

The Mitchell Act provides hatchery funding earmarked for the conservation of 
fishery resources in the Columbia River, establishment and operation of salmon 
cultural stations in Oregon, Washington and Idaho. There are 25 Mitchell Act 
hatcheries in the Columbia Basin — 15 in Washington and 10 in Oregon — 
funding roughly one-third of all production.

Two hatcheries were on the block when WDFW made its budget choice: Skama-
nia and North Toutle. With enough money to partially fund just one, WDFW 
opted to save the North Toutle which produces Tule chinook and coho salmon 
primarily for ocean and lower river sport and gillnet industries instead of Ska-
mania’s steelhead. Mitchell Act money supports Big C salmon, not trout.

It’s been suggested that a way around that issue might be to direct the Mitchell 
Act windfall to North Toutle salmon and re-allocate the legislature’s funding 
that was allocated for North Toutle to fund Skamania steelhead.

CCA’s Picinich declares, “If the Skamania (steelhead) is really a priority for 
WDFW, they’ll use these funds to re-open the Skamania Hatchery.” It’s a mes-
sage he’s carrying in repeated testimony to state legislators.

The questions now are: will legislators provide the money to resurrect steel-
head and how will WDFW allocate the unexpected Mitchell Act bonus.

Stand by.

REEL NEWS

https://probraid.com

https://fishhuntnw.com

https://bobsmerch.com

Bob’s was very different when the doors opened in 1947.

In 1947, Bob Schlecht Sr. “hitched” his way from Minot, ND to Longview, 
WA, by way of railcar roof-tops. He and his wife Lila, opened the original 
war surplus store in a small tent. Selling items such as Army Cots for 
$2.50, Canteens for 25 cents, and Wool Socks for 50 cents. The local 
women kept him supplied with used grocery bags.

In 1956 a 6,000 square foot store was built. Over the next 40 years, 7 
more building phases were completed. Most of the store was painted 
green, the result of one of Bob Senior’s great paint bargains! 

Today we still offer that old fashioned, hometown service, that will leave 
you with a smile!

Bob’s boasts: Six Specialty Shops Under One Roof

• 50,000 Square Feet of Quality Sporting Goods and Much More!!
• Special Orders For Those Hard to Find Items (we will ship it to you!)
• Experienced Staff for All Your Questions and Answers
• Early Morning Sport Window

Feel free to contact us with suggestions, stories, experiences, and more! 

Fish Hunt NW is a show about Fishing and Hunting in the Pacific Northwest and 
beyond! Catch us Thursday 6-7pm LIVE on Facebook, YouTube and X. Also, find 
us on "The Pursuit Channel"  Saturday morning 8:30am PST & Sunday evening 
at 8:30pm PST.

We do the work for you by staying up to date on all the latest info that relates to 
political insight, rules and regulations, fish and hunting reports and all issues 
that affect our opportunity to fish and hunt throughout the Northwest and more.

On our LIVE talk show we have insightful in-studio guests, "how to/DIY" 
segments covering all facets of Fishing & Hunting, a "Recipe of the Week" 
featuring how to cook Fish, Fowl & Game and plenty of outdoor content which 
recaps what we have been out doing on the water and in the woods.

1938 - The Beginning

Originally located in Los Angeles, CA, Western specialized in corset 
string and shoelace manufacturing. Soon after, Western Fishing Lines 
was born and became a leader in the design and manufacturing of 
recreational products.

The First Monofilament
At the conclusion of the WWII, Western Fishing Lines looked back to 
their roots in the recreational market for continued growth. With the 
rapid development of synthetic materials, Western focused on R&D 
and was one of the first companies in America to market a new Nylon 
monofilament line, W-40, which became wildly popular.

A New Name and Direction
Around 1965, Western Fishing Lines became Western Filament, Inc. 
Armed with a new name and vision for growth, WFI turned its focus to 
more industrial applications. By 1973, 75% of Western’s existing 
catalog was discontinued and replaced with products tailored for the 
aerospace, automotive and motor manufacturing industries.

Colorado
In 1990, the decision was made to move the Western Filament to 
Grand Junction, CO where it is located today. In 1991 a recreational 
product division was re-created to recapture the market share Western 
Fishing Lines once held. At that time WFI introduced the world’s first 
Spectra (UHMWPE) fishing line which started a revolution in the 
industry. The vast majority of fishing line today is produced with a 
type of UHMWPE because of its superior performance to polyester in 
almost all aspects.

Today - Braided Fishing Line
Today Western Filament is at the forefront of the fishing industry. We 
manufacture and develop new technologies to push the industry 
forward, just as our founders did when they started in 1938. Probraid 
is no exception to that. Our braided fishing line is built to catch and 
has the ultimate strength to last a lifetime. Join us so we can contin-
ue our legacy of braided fishing line.

Our  coalition  is  proud to  announce  our
2026  Bi-State   sponsor   line-up.

These Fine Sponsors Support H&WC in our Mission to 
Change the Misguided Anti-Hatchery Narrative.

For many years, the parking area/rest stop at the Cedar Creek Hatchery Hole 
had been misused as a drug paraphernalia dumping ground, prostitution and 
much worse. A well-established “youth only” season at the Hatchery Hole even-
tually put a spotlight on the abuse and an orchestrated plan for improvement 
was hatched.

A motivated group of volunteers became determined to stop the unabated 
misuse of this pristine watershed and one the state’s most productive 
hatcheries built in 1925. The adjacent private landowner, The Nestucca Anglers, 
ODOT, ODFW and Hatchery & Wild Coexist cobbled together a formidable task-
force. They were charged with transforming a dead zone into rest and parking 
area that travelers and anglers could enjoy and the community could be proud of.

Truckloads of trash, scrub brush,
rotted-out trees and garbage bags
of hypodermic needles and worse
were removed in order for the volun-
teers to start with a clean slate. Next
came grading, fresh gravel and some
rock work.

A covered information kiosk was 
donated and constructed by volun-
teers. It serves as a focal point of 
information and now anchors a 
restored and welcoming rest area
for all to use and enjoy.

This is what community volunteerism 
and cooperation is all about. 

Thank you! 

A handful of volunteers making a difference.

Designed to give people of all abilities easy 
access to an opportunity to fish, the day is one 
of the anglers’ two big events of the year. 

A spring fin clipping day draws hundreds of all 
ages and the result is over 100,000 spring 
chinook being marked and released into a North 
Coast watershed.   

Hundreds of volunteer-driven events are conducted every year in the state of 
Oregon and  Washington. Scores of folks coordinate and fund these gatherings
that clearly benefit our salmon and steelhead populations. An important byprod-
uct that can be easily overlooked if one has never attended such events is the
impact on the kids. At a fin clip party, kids of most ages are put to work and are 
educated about a marked fish’s life cycle. At the Special Needs Fishing event,
the laughter, sqeals of joy and pride on the faces of kids and adults says it all.

Participation in fine community programs like these is inspiring and impactful at 
many obvious levels. Hatchery & Wild suggests that if you’re looking for ways to
contribute, look no further than your local fish-focused clubs and orgs.   

The Whiskey Creek Volunteer Hatchery located on Netarts Bay near 
Tillamook, Or, is a non-profit, volunteer-run facility managed by the Tilla-
mook Anglers Association since 1989. It raises over 100,000 spring and 
Fall Chinook Salmon annually to support local fisheries. The facility is 
known for its annual, community-driven Special Needs Fishing Day held on 
September 13th.

Families with members with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
from across the state converged on the hatchery for the Tillamook 
Anglers’ 37th annual Kids & Adults with Disabilities Fishing Day.

“It’s a work of love really, you talk to all these guys that volunteer and they 
all love it.” said Jerry Dove, a founding member of the Tillamook Anglers.   

https://hatcherywildcoexist.bigcartel.com

Fine volunteers doing great things for their community.

Hatchery & Wild Coexist’s 2026 DOCUMENTARY is in production

https://hatchery-wild-coexist.com

Link to Outdoor GPS video: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=25491577963865222

Within 24 hours, H&WC’s “Call to Action”, 
dropped in late January, netted over 
1,500 messages championing SB 6241.
These emails reached the Chair of the
hearing and were cited as an impressive 
show of support for the Bill.

Our social media reach has grown to over
70,000 and is growing steadily.

We can move the dial. 

All proceeds go to support 
ABUNDANT & HEALTHY FISHERIES.

http://hatcherywildcoexist.bigcartel.com

https://hatchery-wild-coexist.com

https://www.facebook.com/hwcoexist

https://www.instagram.com/hatchery_wild_coexist

For decades, hatcheries have provided important mitigation for the 
loss of naturally spawned salmon and steelhead while providing for 
fishing opportunity. They have helped ensure the ongoing existence 
of many salmon and steelhead runs and the fisheries they provide.

We‘ve got to continue fighting for our Northwest hatcheries.

http://www.salmonrendezvous.com/donations

Click logo to visit sponsor site.

https://fishermans-marine.com
https://bobsmerch.com
https://www.edgerods.com
https://www.coastportland.com
https://www.kptv.com/sports/outdoor-gps/
https://www.haxtonscanvas.com
https://www.robolize.com
https://amatobooks.com
https://www.fishhuntnw.com
https://nwsteelheaders.org
https://probraid.com
https://www.bogsfootwear.com
https://www.basspro.com
https://bnrtackle.com
https://waguidesassociation.org
https://www.yeti.com
https://www.ilwacotunaclub.com
https://www.pro-cure.com
https://nwguidesandanglers.org/

